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Summary
The UN Sustainable Development Goal-7 of access to clean, affordable, reliable, and sustainable energy
for all by 2030 is critical for alleviating poverty and improving the livelihoods of the remaining 15% of
the world’s population without electricity and the 2.8 billion people without access to clean cooking
facilities. There is growing evidence that the access to modern energy services strengthens the
productive capacities that promote inclusive and sustainable socio-economic development in an
environmentally sound manner. Currently, the energy strategies and policies in the East African
Community (EAC) partner states are driven primarily at the national level. Key ingredients for successful
long term energy policies depend on effective knowledge management and capacity building, ensuring
that all policy decision makers can make informed decisions on the design and implementation of
policies to enhance universal access to electricity and clean cooking.
The Sustainable Energy Forum for East Africa will serve as a platform to discuss ways in which multistakeholder partnerships among partner states, development partners such as UN Agencies, multilateral
and bilateral donors, and financing institutions can assist in removing barriers that limit the provision of
affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy services. Moreover the forum will enable
discussions on the different strategies that support and allow the upscaling sustainable energy solutions,
the harmonizing of renewable energy (RE) and energy efficiency (EE) policies, and how to upscale
financing for RE & EE projects and technologies. Furthermore, issues pertaining to sustainable cities,
geothermal resources in East Africa, and gender responsive and socially inclusive approaches to
sustainable energy solutions in the will be discussed in the regional context.

Opening Session
Welcome Remarks
H.E. Mr. Christophe Bazivamo, Deputy Secretary General, East African
Community (EAC)
He assumed office as the DSG of EAC in 2016 An agriculturist by profession, he
has served in different ministerial positions in Rwanda, including the Lands,
Environment, Forestry, Water and Mines Ministry, that of Local Government
and has also served as Minister for Internal Affairs. He had his elementary
education in the current Rulindo District and joined Secondary School at Lycee
de Kigali in 1975. He joined the National University of Rwanda in 1981 where he
graduated with a Bachelor’s Degree in Agro-engineering. Between 1988 and
1989, he worked as a teacher. He later on pursued his Masters’ Degree in
Germany before working with a number of NGOs until 1994 when he served as
the Prefect of the (then) Gitarama Prefecture.

H.E. Mr. Simon D’ujanga, Minister of State for Energy, Ministry of Energy and
Mineral Development, Uganda
He is an electrical engineer and politician. He is the current State Minister for
Energy in the Ugandan Cabinet, being appointed on 1 June 2006. He holds a BSc
in Electrical Engineering from Makerere University and an MSc in Electrical
Engineering from Aston University.

Mr. Tareq Emtairah, Director, Department of Energy, United Nations Industrial
Development Organization (UNIDO)
Before joining UNIDO, he worked as a senior research fellow at the
International Institute for Industrial Environmental Economics (IIIEE) at Lund
University, Sweden. Prior to that, he served as the executive director of the
Regional Center for Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency (RCREEE), based in
Cairo, from 2012-2015. Mr. Emtairah holds a PhD in Industrial Environmental
Economics and a Master’s degree in Environmental Management and Policy
from Lund University in Sweden; a Diploma in Engineering (Materials Science)
from Tokyo Institute of Technology in Japan and a Bachelor’s degree in
Engineering, also in Materials Science from the State University of New Jersey in
the United States of America.
Mr. Upendra Tripathy, Director General, International Solar Alliance (ISA)
Mr. Upendra Tripathy, former Secretary to the Government of India in the
Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, has made exceptional and outstanding
contribution in ushering in the 175 GW target and policies that transformed
India’s renewable energy sector between 2014 and 2016. In ex-officio capacity,
he has headed Solar Energy Corporation of India (SECI), National Institute of
Solar Energy and National Institute of Wind Energy, National Institute of Bio
Energy, Association of Renewable Energy Agencies of States (AREAS) and
International Solar Alliance (ISA). Mr. Tripathy galvanised both the Ministry of
Renewable Energy and the Solar Energy Corporation through a plethora of new
and imaginative policy measures.
Mr. Sakari Oksanen, Deputy Director General, International Renewable Energy
Agency (IRENA)
Mr Sakari Oksanen is Deputy Director-General of the International Renewable
Energy Agency (IRENA), since December 2015. He leads and oversees IRENA's
programmatic work, ensuring close linkages amongst planning, implementation,
monitoring and evaluation of the programmatic activities. Prior to joining
IRENA, Mr. Oksanen worked as a Managing Director and in various senior
management positions with two Nordic consulting groups in their operations in
Finland, China, Singapore and Thailand. He has 25 years of international
management experience in the field of technical advisory and engineering
design for energy, infrastructure and industry sectors. Apart from company
management, Mr. Oksanen has led and participated as an advisor in numerous
national energy planning, investment analysis and renewable energy studies
and investment projects in Africa and Asia. He has a Master's degree in energy
economy and power systems from Helsinki University of Technology.

Mr. Robert Zeiner, Director, Austrian Development Agency (ADA)
Robert Zeiner has more than 30 years of experience in diverse organisations of
development co-operation and he is, since the beginning of 2004, the Director
of international programmes and projects for the Austrian Development Agency
(ADA). M. Zeiner started his professional career in the Austrian Steel Industry
(feasibility studies) and worked from 1983 to 1985 as managing director of an
SME in Austria. From 1986 to 1991 he was program-coordinator of the Austrian
Service for Development Co-operation for Central America, where he was based
in Managua, Nicaragua. From 1991 to 2003, Robert Zeiner was director of the
Austrian Service for Development Co-operation and HORIZONT3000.

Keynote Speech
Ms. Rachel Kyte, Special Representative for the UN Secretary-General and CEO
of Sustainable Energy For All
Rachel Kyte is the CEO of Sustainable Energy for All and the Special
Representative of the UN Secretary-General for Sustainable Energy for All. She
was formerly the World Bank Group VP and Special Envoy for Climate Change,
VP for Sustainable Development, as well as a member of IFC’s management
team.

Official Opening of the Forum
H.E. Mr. James Musoni, Minister of Infrastructure, Rwanda
Hon. James MUSONI is the current Minister of Infrastructure in the Government
of the Republic of Rwanda. Prior to that, he has served his Government in
different capacities; Minister of Local Government (2009-2014); Minister
of Finance and Economic Planning (2006-2009); Minister of Commerce,
Industry, Investment Promotion, Tourism and Cooperatives (2005-2006);
Commissioner General of Rwanda Revenue Authority (2001-2005) and Deputy
Commissioner General of Rwanda Revenue Authority (2000-2001). Hon. James
MUSONI is a leader and a motivator with an established personality on public
management affairs. He has spearheaded and guided a number of reforms that
have contributed to Rwanda’s good performance in socio-economic
transformation. Hon. James MUSONI has an MBA-Finance from Newport
International University, California, USA and a BCom-Finance from Makerere
University-Kampala, Uganda. He also obtained certificates in different areas
including a Certificate in Public Finance Management Executive Course from
John Kennedy Harvard University.

Plenary Session 1: Access to Energy
Time: 10:30-13:00
Date: Monday, 19 March 2018
Background
Access to reliable and affordable energy remains a major challenge in the EAC region, with low
electrification rates, ranging from 5-37% among Partner States, and with 94-98% of their population
reliant on solid biomass for cooking. While these are significant gaps in access, among the Partner
States, numerous efforts are underway to assess and remove the barriers to meeting the access needs,
and begin to show pathways to meeting SDG 7. Within the EAC, a number of Partner States are showing
progress in establishing an overall business and regulatory environment that is conducive to investments
in and operation of sustainable energy projects and companies. While international public finance
remains the source of the majority of investment in energy, some private sector investment is flowing,
and within the EAC, there are strong business models of programs, projects and companies deploying
both renewable energy and clean cooking solutions.
As set out by SEforALL, to address energy challenges means to embed the topic of energy into a broader
development, finance and climate picture by (i) ensuring universal access to modern energy services; (ii)
doubling the global rate of improvement in energy efficiency; and (iii) doubling the share of renewable
energy in the global energy mix. While recognizing that the EAC has been making some progress, and
has experience that forms a basis for adaptation and further growth, the current energy situation
mandates stakeholders to take proactive actions that will facility sustainable energy. This includes
integrated national electrification policy development and implementation, innovative public-private
investment programs, and robust business operating environments that will support the deployment of
the levels of public and private investments needed to deliver on SDG 7 and enable achievement of
SDGs in sectors such as health, education, economic development, poverty reduction, gender
empowerment, environment protection and climate change.
Objective
To bring together relevant stakeholders to discuss the current status of access to electricity and clean
cooking fuels and technology solutions in the EAC partner states and identify areas of interventions and
market approaches that will accelerate achieving SDG 7 goals by 2030.

Expected Outcomes
- Awareness raising and showcasing of energy access technologies and business models that are being
implemented in the EAC region
- Identification of policy and finance inputs for the development of national and regional masterplans
and implementation strategies for rural electrification, and clean cooking.

Panelists/Speakers
Moderator
Mr. Ian Crosby, Head of Energy Productivity and Cooling, SEforALL
Ian Crosby, a UK National, is the Head of Energy Productivity and Cooling at
Sustainable Energy for All. Ian’s priority is to stimulate the public and
private sector to form partnerships and deliver work programs that
aggressively increase the rate of investment in energy efficiency. Ian is also
leading a new initiative to understand how to deliver “Cooling for All” as
part of the response to the Kigali Amendment to the Kyoto Protocol.

Panelists
Focus Area 1: Electrification
Mr. Michael Gratwicke, Managing Director and Co-Founder, Rift Valley
Energy
Michael has been developing mini hydroelectric projects with associated
rural distribution networks in Southern Tanzania for the last 10 years. Rift
Valley Energy’s rural networks now cover 34 villages, and construction work
for the connection of another 12 villages is currently underway, in
conjunction with construction work on an additional 3 hydro plants and a
small wind farm. Rift Valley Energy is currently the only private company
(other than TANESCO) to hold a permanent distribution license in Tanzania,
which it does though its DISCO subsidiary (Mwenga Power Service Ltd).
Michael also represents the small power producers association on the
Government Working Group that is administered by EWURA.

Mr. Robert Nyamvumba, Energy Division Manager, Ministry of Infrastructure
in the Government of Rwanda
Robert NYAMVUMBA (born November 1, 1979) is a holder of BSc. Electrical
Engineering from Kigali Institute for Science and Technology (KIST) currently
Energy Division Manager at Ministry of Infrastructure, Rwanda. He has more
than 12 years of work experience in the energy sector dealing with Utility
operations, Energy projects development, negotiating Power Purchase
Agreements in different technologies (Peat, Methane Gas, Hydro, and Solar)
with Independent Power Producers. National Liaison Officer (NLO) of
International Energy Atomic Energy Agency and National Focal Person of
International Solar Alliance.
Mr. Ivan Twagirashema, Chairman, Energy Private Developers
Ivan is Chief Executive Officer of Ngali Holdings. Ivan is a PhD holder in
Industrial Chemistry and Catalysis from the University of Science and
Technology in Lille/France and has 2 Master’s Degrees, one in PhysicoChemistry and another one in Pharmacy (drug design). Ivan has a vast
experience in Business Strategy and Corporate Governance. In addition to
managing energy projects and companies, Ivan is the Councilor at National
Council of Science and Technology, Chairman of Energy Sector Skills Council,
Non-Executive Director of ECOBANK, Rwanda (Chairman of Assets/Liabilities
board committee). Dr. Ivan is involved in Rwanda Private Sector Federation
as the Chairman of Rwanda Energy Private Developers.
Ms. Johanna Diecker, Policy Director, Global Off-Grid Lighting Association
(GOGLA)
Johanna has joined GOGLA as the first employee back in 2013, then holding
the position of operations and project manager. Between 2015 and 2017 she
was in charge of the enabling environment program, aiming to establish a
conducive policy environment catalyzing market development for GOGLA
members. As the Policy Director, Johanna drives the continuous
development and improvement of policy & advocacy strategies. This includes
the management of GOGLA’s work on enabling environment, standards and
guidelines, and the association’s regional representation.

Focus Area 2: Clean Cooking Fuels and Technologies
Ms. Elizabeth Muchiri, Gas Business Consultant, Global LPG Partnership
(GLPGP)
Elizabeth Muchiri is currently the Global LPG Partnership Country Manager,
Kenya. In her role, she liaises with stakeholders in the LPG sector to develop
strategies that will increase adoption of clean cooking LPG amongst the low
income earners. Elizabeth has over 25 years in the gas business, focusing
specifically on LPG since 2000. She has worked with industrial, commercial
and domestic sectors. Elizabeth holds an MBA in Strategic Management and
Entrepreneurship from Strathmore University Business School, and a
Bachelor of Commerce in Management from University of South Africa
(UNISA), both acquired after obtaining a Diploma in Science Education, in
addition to several management development programmes.

Mr. Eric Reynolds, Executive Director, Inyenyeri
Eric

Reynolds

is

Founder

and CEO

of

Inyenyeri,

a

biomass ‘fuel

utility’ company placing ultra-clean Tier 4 gasification technology cookstoves
into Rwanda’s poorest households at zero cost through a for-profit model.
The Inyenyeri Fuel+Stoves System is creating a world beyond charcoal, where
every household can save time and money, and enjoy improved quality of
life, through renewable energy for cooking — Leaving No One Behind. A
successful serial entrepreneur (Marmot, Sweetwater, Nau) and acclaimed
alpinist, Reynolds brings a relentless commitment to public health and
customer service to everything Inyenyeri does.

Mr. Harry Stokes, Founder and Director, Project Gaia
Harry Stokes is executive director of Project Gaia, a nonprofit that facilitates
development of alcohol fuels. Project Gaia was founded in 1995 and first
began working in Africa in 2001. It has affiliates in Ethiopia, Nigeria and
Kenya and commercial partners in other countries. Project Gaia provides
cookstoves and fuel in the refugee camps of Ethiopia, for which it won an
Ashden award in 2008. It is working with UNIDO to promote ethanol
cookstoves and fuel in Tanzania and on a similar project with the World Bank
in Madagascar. Project Gaia assists local businesses to commercialize stoves
and fuel.

Mr. Ed Agnew, Business Development and External Relations, KOKO
Networks
Ed Agnew works in Business Development and External Relations for KOKO
Networks, a technology start-up based in Nairobi. KOKO is a technology
company that provides hardware and software services to the downstream
fuels industry, enabling them to safely and efficiently add denatured liquid
ethanol cooking fuel to their existing infrastructure. KOKO’s technology suite
enables safe and low-cost city-wide access to clean liquid ethanol cooking
fuel and the large-scale conversion of kerosene and charcoal usage over to
ethanol.

Mr. Paul Harris, Technical Advisor, UNIDO
Paul has worked in the energy business for over 30 years since graduating
from the University of Cape Town in 1985, with an energy streamed
Mechanical Engineerg degree. Along the way, he augmented his education
further with an MBA from the Stellenbosch Business School. Paul’s current
focus is on helping all uses of energy, from households to big businesses to
prepare and implement strategic and tactical energy plans, to counter the
rising energy costs and supply uncertainty.

Plenary Session 2: Roadmap to a Sustainable Energy (SE) Future for East Africa
Time: 14:00 – 16:00
Date: Monday, 19 March 2018
Background
The EAC secretariat and its partners aim to address the barriers, associated with the development and
increased deployment of renewable energy and energy efficiency technologies in the region. Despite the
potential contribution of renewable energy and energy efficiency technologies and services to solve the
energy challenges in the region, markets for these technologies and services remain largely
underdeveloped. This is mainly due to unfavorable market environment and bottlenecks that are faced
by the different market players. Some barriers associated to the development and expanded use of
renewable energy and energy efficiency (RE & EE) technologies in the EAC region are:
•
•
•

Insufficient support policies that encourage private sector investments;
Lack of favorable financing opportunities;
Lack of Technical standards and regulations at a regional level.

Despite significant advances the regional integration in EAC, the development of the sustainable energy
sector has tended to assume a country-by-country focus. As such, renewable energy and energy
efficiency market opportunities have tended to be country specific and vary from one country to the
other despite of their geographical proximity and similarities. Although there has been greater focus on
the regionalization of energy markets, as demonstrated by the East Africa Power Pool (EAPP), there is
still a need to harmonize policies and regulations in EAC in order to create regional market opportunities
for renewable energy and energy efficiency technologies and services.
Objectives
- To look at the baseline and initiate discussions on harmonization of renewable energy and energy
efficiency policies in the EAC region
- To identify the potential need for regional RE & EE policy and Masterplan development
Expected Outcomes
- Approach and timeline for harmonization of RE and EE policies
- Outline of EAC Masterplan
- If required, inputs for the development of a regional policy on RE and EE and national action plans
on RE and EE

Panelists/Speakers
Focus area I: Harmonized policies to scale up SE in the EAC Region
Moderators
Mr. Jean Baptiste Havugimana, Director Productive Sectors, East African
Community
A Rwandan National, currently working for the East African Community
Secretariat (EAC), which he joined in Mid-June 2015. He has more than 20
years of working experience. His areas of specialisation include
macroeconomic policy design and analysis, monetary policy design and
management, applied (macroeconomic) modeling and forecasting and
balance of payments compilation and analysis. He holds an M.A. in
Macroeconomic Policy Management (2005) from University of Tsukuba,
Japan and a B.A. in Public Economics from National University of Rwanda
(1993). In addition to his academic education, he attended several
professional trainings including Financial Institutions for Private Enterprises
Development (FIPED) at Harvard Kennedy School of Government in Boston
and gained a lot of knowledge and skills. He perfectly speaks and writes both
English and French, has good speaking and writing skills of Swahili and fair
speaking skills in Portuguese.

Mr. Mackay Okure, Capacity Building Expert, CEDAT, Makerere University
Eng. Dr. Mackay OKURE is the Capacity Building and Research and Development
Expert at EACREEE and an Associate Professor at the Makerere University
College of Engineering, Design, Art and Technology (CEDAT), Department of
Mechanical Engineering. He has been instrumental in the establishment of
EACREEE. Following the designation of CEDAT as the Centre of Excellence for
EACREEE, he was assigned the role of the Coordinator (caretaker) before the
arrival of the other team members.

Panelists
Mr. Yohannes Hailu, Economic Affairs Officer, UNECA
Dr. Hailu is Economic Affairs Officer with the UN Economic Commission for
Africa (UNECA), Sub-Regional Office for Eastern Africa. Dr. Hailu advances the
office's work in the area of energy sector support to member States in Eastern
Africa, particularly in areas of energy access, security and planning, and
sustainable energy development.

Mr. Mahama Kappiah, Executive Director, ECREEE
Mahama Kappiah is the Executive Director of the ECOWAS Centre for
Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency (ECREEE). He was eminent in the
establishment of the Centre which aims to ensure increased access to reliable,
affordable and clean energy in West Africa. Under his leadership, ECREEE has
attained international recognition as a unique regional renewable energy and
energy efficiency promotion agency in Africa. Prior to the establishment of
ECREEE, Mahama Kappiah was Head of the ECOWAS Energy Division.

Ms. Ilka Neyla Buss, Coordinator, SEforAll Africa Hub (AfDB)

Ms. Faith Wandera, Deputy Director of Renewable Energy, Ministry of Energy
and Petroleum, Kenya

Ms. Laura Williamson, Communication and Outreach Manager, REN21
Laura E. Williamson is responsible for directing communication and outreach
activities at REN21, the Renewable Energy Policy Network of the 21st Century,
housed at the United Nations Environment Programme in Paris. Laura’s other
activities include managing the production of thematic reports on renewable
energy and coordinating the biennial International Renewable Energy
Conference. From 2008 to 2013, Laura was the Project Director for HELIO
International, an international think-tank developing renewable energy
solutions. Previously, she worked for the United Nations Environment
Programme on industry and sustainability issues. Laura holds degrees from the
University of Chicago and Tufts University and has more than 20 years of work
experience in the field of renewable energy.
Ms. Norah Kipwola, Senior Energy Specialist, World Bank
Norah Kipwola is a Senior Energy Specialist at the World Bank, where she
oversees part of the World Bank’s portfolio in the energy sector in Rwanda, and
represents the World Bank as co-Chair of the Rwanda energy sector working
group. Norah has a background in Electrical Engineering, specializing in Power
Systems. Before joining the World Bank, Norah worked with the energy sector in
Uganda, both with the utility and private sector

Focus area II: Stakeholder perspectives on SE policies in the EAC
Moderators
Mr. Yohannes Hailu, Economic Affairs Officer, UNECA
Dr. Hailu is Economic Affairs Officer with the UN Economic Commission for
Africa (UNECA), Sub-Regional Office for Eastern Africa. Dr. Hailu advances the
office's work in the area of energy sector support to member States in Eastern
Africa, particularly in areas of energy access, security and planning, and
sustainable energy development.

Panelists
Mr. Isaac Kiva, Director, Kenya Ministry of Energy and Petroleum
Eng. Isaac Kiva is the Secretary for Renewable Energy at the Ministry of Energy.
He heads the Directorate charged with policy formulation, and promotion of
development and utilization of renewable energy, including facilitation of
private sector investment. Eng. Kiva has wide experience in public sector
management, having worked in energy and senior Government positions for
over 20 years. He is a registered Professional Engineer and a member of the
Institution of Engineers of Kenya. He is a board member of the Kenya Power and
Lighting Company Limited.

Mr. Alexis Mutware, Director of Electricity & Renewable Energy, Rwanda
Utilities Regulatory Authority
Mr. Alexis MUTWARE is the Director of Electricity and Renewable Energy at the
Rwanda Utilities Regulatory Authority (RURA). He is also acting as the Head of
Energy, Water and Sanitation Department in the same institution. He has over 8
years of combined experience in regulating power utilities and the electricity
sector. Prior to this, He served as the Head of Section for Electricity Regulation
at the Rwanda Utilities Regulatory Authority. Before joining RURA, he was an
Assistant Lecturer in the department of Electrical and Electronics at the National
University of Rwanda. Mr. Alexis MUTWARE holds a Master’s degree in
Electrical Engineering from Oklahoma Christian University.
Mr. Godfrey Ndawula, Former Commissioner, New and Renewable Sources of
Energy Uganda
Godfrey served in the Ministry of Energy and Minerals Development for 31
years, and retired in 2016 as Commissioner for New and Renewable Sources of
Energy. He was in charged of planning, development, promotion and
coordination in Uganda, liasing with other countries and international agencies
on all matters of renewable energy.

Mr. Daniel Wanjohi, Regional Representative, Global Alliance for Clean Cook
Stoves (GACC)
Daniel Wanjohi is a renewable energy expert with 17 years of
experience in energy access agenda. He has served in senior
positions in private sector and international development
organizations providing leadership in programs spanning from
energy policy advocacy & plans, Entrepreneurship & business models
development, clean cooking technologies & fuels improvement,
standards, investment & financing and climate change mitigation. He
is currently the East African Regional Representative for the Global
Alliance for Clean Cookstoves where he is charged with providing
leadership and coordination of Alliance activities in driving clean
cooking solutions efforts.

Ms. Pauline Githugu, Head of External Affairs, M-KOPA SOLAR
Pauline is M-KOPA’s Director for External Affairs since April 2015. She is
responsible for forming and maintaining positive relationships with M-KOPA’s
stakeholders with an emphasis on Government, Industry and Community
Relations. M-KOPA is the world’s leading "pay-as-you-go" energy provider to
off-grid homes. Pauline coordinated and was actively engaged in M-KOPA’s
response to the amendment of the East Africa Customs Management Act which
saw the removal of duty on solar accessories and appliances from July 2016.
Pauline was also part of the think tank that provided input on the inclusion of
off-grid solutions and specifically solar home systems in Kenya’s National
Electrification Strategy that seeks to provide universal access to energy for all
Kenyans by 2020.

Plenary Session 3: Financing RE&EE Projects in the EAC Region
Time: 09:00 – 13:00
On: Tuesday, 20 March 2018
Background
One of the major barriers to massive deployment of sustainable energy solutions in EAC region is
financing, especially since renewable energy (RE) and energy efficiency (EE) projects are viewed as high
risk investments by the financing community. The nature of RE/EE projects makes them difficult to
estimate the financial risks during project planning. Without proper project cost estimations to evaluate
the balance of the capital costs against the magnitude and speed of energy output (revenue of the
project), it is difficult to attract foreign investment, especially from the private sector. Therefore this
session aims to foster discussion on different perspectives in order to get a broad picture of sustainable
energy financing situation in the partner states, and to identify appropriate financing solutions to scale
up investment in SE projects in the EAC region.
Objectives
- To discuss ways to mitigate financial risks for SE projects in the EAC region
- Identify the main challenges faced by private sector in financing SE projects in the EAC region
- Discover strategies and options to improve the attractiveness of SE investments in the EAC region
- Assess the opportunities for financial institutions to work together on the deployment of SE
standards to better facilitate technology transfers
- Explore successful RE and EE financing instruments and models in the EAC region
Expected Outcomes
- Strategies to minimize risks and to overcome barriers associated with SE projects to create a
favorable investment environment
- Identify concrete recommendations that can support private sector and development banks in
scaling up investment in SE projects

Focus area: Financing Sustainable Energy in East Africa
Panelists/Speakers
Moderator
Mr. Monojeet Pal, Manager, African Development Bank
Monojeet is a division manager in the African Development Bank’s Renewable
Energy and Energy Efficiency Department. In recent years, Monojeet worked
with the African Development Bank’s Energy, Environment and Climate Change
Department, where he focused on corporate issues along with
innovative/climate finance operations. Prior to that, Monojeet worked with the
African Development Bank’s Private Sector Operations Department on a variety
of investment operations and initiatives
Panelists
Ms. Jaswinder Kaur, Expert, UNIDO
Jaswinder Kaur has 20 years experience in entrepreneurship, and venture fund
management in the cleantech and the ICT sector. She is currently Professor of
Global Entrepreneurship and Business Management at Algonquin College,
Ottawa, Canada. Prior to joining Algonquin, from 2006-2011, Jaswinder was
based in Delhi as Managing Director for the Cleantech Group, a leading provider
of market intelligence and advisory services. Jaswinder has also been a founding
partner of a seed and early stage venture capital fund, based in Canada. She has
worked with UNIDO on a number of projects in India, Bhutan and Ivory Coast in
the areas of renewable energy financing, smart cities and SME development and
entrepreneurship.
Mr. Lénaïc Georgelin, Team Leader, Delegation of the EU to Rwanda
Lénaïc GEORGELIN is Head of Infrastructure at the Delegation of the European
Union in Rwanda since September 2016. He held a similar post in Togo (20132016) and in the South Pacific (2008-2011). He also worked as Programme
Manager on energy issues at the European Commission’s Directorate General
for Research & Innovation (2011-2013) and for the ACP-EU Water & Energy
Facilities at the Directorate General for International Cooperation and
Development (2006-2008). Prior to the European institutions, he worked as
manufacturing manager in the automotive industry. He holds a Msc in
Mechanical Engineering.

Ms. Helena McLeod, KPMG, Director, Climate Change and Renewable Energy
Helena has 22 years of experience in the design, management and governance
of climate change, renewable energy, natural resource and trade programmes in
Africa and globally. At KPMG International Development Advisory Services (IDAS)
Africa, hosted in KPMG East Africa, Helena leads the resilience, renewable
energy and climate change (R-REACT) sector. She specializes in the design and
management of innovative multimillion dollar programmes that deliver
transformational impact on the ground, benefiting millions of people around the
world. She also offers advisory services and technical assistance to various
projects, donors, institutions and development partners.

Mr. Mikael Melin, Senior Energy Access Specialist, SEforAll
Mikael is coordinating the SEforALL Policy Teams key interventions to achieve
universal access to sustainable energy. Mikael has hands-on experience in
accelerating the sustainable use of energy in Sub-Saharan Africa, as well as in
Small Island Developing States in the Eastern Caribbean. He has more than 15
years of work experience from both the private and public sector with a focus
on international cooperation, trade and sustainable development.

Monica Keza, Managing Director, BBOXX

Panel discussion: Scaling up Investment into Sustainable Energy
Moderator
Mr. Mohamed Bakarr, Lead Environment Specialist, GEF
Dr. Mohamed Bakarr is Lead Environmental Specialist in the Global
Environment Facility (GEF) Secretariat located at the World Bank in
Washington DC. He is responsible for overseeing all major GEF programs
designed to advance holistic and integrated solutions to global environmental
challenges. His professional expertise includes biodiversity conservation,
integrated natural resource management, agroforestry land use, and
ecosystem restoration. Dr Bakarr holds a BSc (First Class) in Biological Sciences
from Njala University in his native Sierra Leone, and the MS and PhD in
Tropical Ecology from the University of Miami in the USA.

Panelists
Mr. Eric Naivasha, General Manager, Equity Group Foundation

Eric Naivasha heads the Energy & Environment pillar at Equity Bank and Equity
Group Foundation in Kenya. He oversaw the development and digitization of the
EcoMoto loan product, an innovative financing facility for customers to acquire
cleaner cookstoves and solar home systems. He also spearheaded the
establishment of a distribution network for renewable energy products
leveraging on Equity Bank’s 25,000+ agents, multi-product distributors and
manufacturers/suppliers networks covering nearly all the counties in Kenya, by
giving them digital capabilities that enables customers to access loans at their
locations.

Mr. Kuljit Singh Popli, Managing Director and chairman, IREDA
Mr Kuljit Singh Popli is the Chairman & Managing Director of IREDA, which is a
pioneering developmental financial institution dedicated for financing of
renewable energy and energy efficiency projects in India. He has been
instrumental in bringing out several new and innovative financial products and
to help meet financing requirement for the renewable sector. He is also Country
Representative –International Solar Alliance- Affordable Finance at Scale.
Several coveted awards have been conferred to him and to IREDA under his
leadership, both at national and international levels.

Mr. Peter Storey, Global Coordinator, PFAN
Peter Storey is a financing professional, specialized in developing countries and
transition economies with significant expertise in renewable energy as well as
other infrastructure sectors. He has held senior positions with major European
banks and project developers and has over 20 years of experience of working on
multi-disciplinary advisory and financing mandates and of structuring and
developing projects. Peter is a Global Coordinator of the Private Financing
Advisory Network (PFAN). PFAN is a multi-lateral public private partnership
which connects Clean Energy projects with investment in developing countries.

Mr. Simon Rolland, Energy Development (EnDev) Rwanda, Country Programme
Manager
Simon Rolland is the Rwanda Country Manager of Energising Development
(EnDev) a multi-donor programme implemented by GIZ and supporting energy
access in 26 countries. Prior to this, he was programme Manager for the European
Union in Ghana and Director of the Alliance for Rural Electrification, the only
business organisation in the world focusing on off-grid and mini-grid renewable
energy in developing countries. All in all, he has been working for more than 10
years with governments, the private sector and development partners advising all
stakeholders on the complexity of energy access and renewable energy
development.

Mr. Ming Yang, Senior Climate Change Specialist, GEF Secretariat
In December 2008, Dr. Ming Yang joined the Global Environment Facility (GEF) of
the World Bank Group as Senior Environment Economist/Senior Climate Change
Specialist and Senior Program Manager. He manages GEF’s climate change
portfolio including energy efficiency, renewable energy, and urban transport
projects, and some sustainable city projects in Africa, Eastern Europe, Middle East,
Central Asia, Small Island Developing States, and China. Ming holds Ph.D. in
energy economics and planning, Master degree in power economics, and Bachelor
degree in electrical engineering. Over the past 30 years, Ming has published six
books and more than 100 journal articles and book chapters in renewable energy,
energy efficiency, and climate change.

Plenary Session 4: Energy and Gender Issues in the EAC Region
Time: 14:00 – 16:05
On: Tuesday, 20 March 2018
Background
Gender equality and energy access are interconnected issues that are necessary for economic
development. EACREEE seeks to promote gender equality and empowerment of women in expanding
energy access in East Africa by addressing barriers that hinder the equal participation of women and
men in the energy sector, providing support for gender sensitive energy and energy efficiency policies
and projects, promoting women’s entrepreneurship, and expanding the number of women pursuing
technical and management careers in the energy sector. The fact that 119 million people lack access to
electricity in East Africa and 156 million people lack access to modern cooking facilities requires the full
participation from men and women to tackle the problem. Despite constituting over 50% of the EAC
population, women are still marginalized in the decision-making processes and have limited access to
education, finance, information and communication technologies in comparison to their male
counterparts. Women’s potential, in the EAC region, as producers and suppliers of energy services is
under-utilized, and it is imperative that women are part of the energy access solutions in the EAC.
Empowering women and men to make significant contributions in the implementation of policies,
programmes, and projects is necessary for the achievement of the SDG goals in East Africa and broader
global engagement.
Objectives
- Bring together relevant policy makers, practitioners, and thought leaders to discuss the key
challenges for gender equality, women’s empowerment, and energy access in East Africa;
- Present and discuss the “EAC Gender and Energy Baseline Study,” a recently released report
commissioned by EACREEE on the current status of gender equality in the EAC Member States
focused on the energy sector;
- Identify ongoing and planned gender equality and energy access programmes in the EAC and provide
a platform for experience sharing with other regional programmes, such as in ECOWAS and SADC, as
well as national policies and programmes in the EAC Member States; and
- Foster dialogue on women’s empowerment in the energy sector and encourage discussion about key
steps for the design and launch of a gender and energy programme in the EAC region--the “EACREEEGEN” programme.

Expected Outcomes
-

-

Recognition of the importance of implementing regional gender and energy activities within the
EAC;
Increased awareness of the role that women can play in the energy value chain and the
importance of incorporating gender considerations in energy policies, programmes, and projects
in the EAC; and
Validation of key findings and next steps identified in the “EAC Gender and Energy Baseline
Study,” to incorporate in the EACREEE-GEN programme.

Panelists/Speakers
Moderator
Ms. Linda Davis, Director of Partnerships at wPOWER Hub
Dr. Linda Davis serves as the Director of Partnerships at wPOWER Hub, where
she directs efforts to build a global partnership promoting the central role that
women must play in leading the adoption of clean cooking and lighting
technologies to address both energy poverty and climate change. Linda has
previous extensive experience in senior-level positions within the renewable
energy sector, including algae-based biofuels and cellulosic and starch ethanol.
Dr. Davis earned her undergraduate degree in Food Science and Technology at
Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology in Kenya. She
completed her PhD in Microbiology and Biotechnology at the University of
Western Sydney. Dr. Davis also holds certificates in Petroleum Refining, Project
Management, Finance and Accounting (Stanford University) and Designing
Renewable Energy Systems (University of Nairobi).
Panelists
Mr. Michael Ahimbisibwe, Executive Director, EACREEE
Mr. Ahimbisibwe brings in rich experience in promoting sustainable energy in
Uganda and East Africa. Prior to becoming director, he was a Principal Energy
Officer in the Renewable Energy Department, Government of Uganda. Mr.
Ahimbisibwe was the national focal point officer for national and regional policy
matters. He has gained deep understanding of energy issues in the EAC region
as a member of the energy working group of the EAC Secretariat.

Ms. Ellen Morris, President Sustainable Energy Solutions and Faculty Columbia
University
Ellen is a world-recognized expert on energy and international development,
with a particular focus on policy analysis, research, and strategy development
on energy access, gender equality, and enterprise development throughout
Africa, Asia, and Latin America. Dr. Morris teaches at Columbia University’s
School of International and Public Affairs and is a Faculty Affiliate at the Center
on Global Energy Policy. Ellen is an Ambassador for The Clean Energy Education
and Empowerment Initiative. In addition to her faculty appointment, Ellen is
the President and Founder of Sustainable Energy Solutions. She holds a
Bachelor of Science degree in geophysical engineering from the Colorado School
of Mines and a doctoral degree in marine geophysics from the University of
Rhode Island.

Ms. Monica Maduekwe, Programme Coordinator, ECOWAS Centre for
Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency ECOW-GEN Programme
Monica Maduekwe is a Resource Mobilisation Specialist at the Economic
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) Centre for Renewable Energy and
Energy Efficiency (ECREEE). At ECREEE, she has served as regional coordinator
for the Global Environment Facility (GEF) Strategic Program for West Africa
(SPWA) and the ECOWAS Programme on Gender Mainstreaming in Energy
Access (ECOW-GEN), which she created. As coordinator for ECOW-GEN, she
initiated and led the development of first regional Policy for Gender
Mainstreaming in Access and Directive on Gender Assessment in Energy
Projects. She has an MSc. in Energy Studies from the Centre for Energy,
Petroleum, Mineral, Law and Policy (CEPMLP), University of Dundee, Scotland.

Mr. Samuel Nshuti Rugerinyange, Programme Associate and Sector Lead for
Water Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH), Energy & Environment for the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Rwanda
Dr Nshuti Rugerinyange is a Programme Associate and sector lead for Water
Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH), Energy & Environment for the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Rwanda. An Engineer by first degree
and Energy expert by main experience, with an emphasis on interdisciplinary
work on alternative energies, affordability and energy saving. Nshuti has over
twenty years’ experience of a broad range of issues around improving human
well-being, predominantly in Africa and Asia. He has specific expertise in WASH
sector monitoring, alternative approaches to rural water supply (self-supply,
multiple use water services), transparency and accountability, multi-stakeholder
approaches to learning and change, and water resources management. Nshuti
holds a Doctor of Business Administration in Leadership & Culture (Robert
Gordon University, UK), and was originally trained as an Engineer (College of
Science & Technology, University of Rwanda). Nshuti's main area of interest is in
cultural influence on leadership styles.
Ms. Generose Minani, Principal Gender and Community Development Officer,
East African Community Secretariat (EACS)
Ms. Generose Minani is the Principal Gender and Community Development
Officer, and heads the department working on gender mainstreaming in East
African Community (EAC) organizations, institutions and partner states. Her
work focuses on women in business and in socio-economic development for
vulnerable and at-risk populations. Ms. Minani works to develop and promote
strategies, programs, policies and procedures that mainstream gender
perspectives into the projects, programmes and activities of the communities.
She earned a master’s degree in Peace and Governance. Previously, she worked
for the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). She was also a UNDP
Local governance program analyst, promoting gender balance in all UNDP
sponsored projects at the community level. She coordinated a cross border
project between Burundi and Democratic Republic of the Congo on peace,
community development and gender equality.

Plenary Session 5: Sustainable City Development in East Africa
Time: 9:00 – 12:30
Date: Wednesday, 21 March 2018
Background
Notwithstanding the past achievements of economic development with a 6.2% GDP growth rate1 in the
EAC region, there remain considerable economic, environmental and social challenges caused by the
rising energy and resource demand and that need to be addressed when moving towards a sustainable
future. Nowadays only 22% of the EAC population lives in urban areas, however, the urbanization is
increasing by 5% annually. It is expected that by 2030 between 30% and 50% of the region’s population
live in urban areas. In respect to the high increase in the population growth rate, urbanization, and the
increasing impacts of climate change, the development of sustainable city programmes will become
more and more important in the East African Region. With the movement to a greener economy will be
the need to use of natural resources and circular economy principles and innovative technologies and
programmes. The EAC wants to support the development of sustainable cities in the East African region,
and an integrated, low impact, and low carbon approach to urban planning. This will be done by
promoting renewable energy technologies, and energy efficiency technologies; building up awareness
and know-how in respect to the development of Integrated Solutions for a Sustainable Future2.
Objectives
- Bring together relevant stakeholders from the public and private sector and international
development agencies active in sustainable city development
- Inform about the current status, as well as future trends of the major cities in the partner states of
EAC, with a particular focus on energy
- Foster dialogue of sustainable city models and a vision of sustainable city development in 2050
- Encourage a dialogue on the key steps for implementing sustainable city programmes, as well as
creating the enabling environment for sustainable city development
- Outline financial mechanisms available to cities for achieving global environmental benefits

1

EAC Regional Status report, 2016
for more info of the UNIDO Sustainable Cities Programme see p.3
https://www.unido.org/fileadmin/user_media_upgrade/What_we_do/Topics/Energy_access/13._Sustainable_Citi
es_Brochure.pdf
2

Expected Outcomes
- Network of relevant stakeholders created and informed about the key chances and challenges
- Pilot cities for sustainable city development chosen in the EAC region
- Draft outline of sustainable city vision 2050 by the EAC member states and EACREEE
- Criteria for sustainable city development identified
Panelists/Speakers
Focus Area I: Opportunities and Challenges for East African Cities
Moderator
Mr. Mohamed Bakarr, Lead Environment Specialist, GEF
Dr. Mohamed Bakarr is Lead Environmental Specialist in the Global
Environment Facility (GEF) Secretariat located at the World Bank in
Washington DC. He is responsible for overseeing all major GEF programs
designed to advance holistic and integrated solutions to global environmental
challenges. His professional expertise includes biodiversity conservation,
integrated natural resource management, agroforestry land use, and
ecosystem restoration. Dr Bakarr holds a BSc (First Class) in Biological Sciences
from Njala University in his native Sierra Leone, and the MS and PhD in
Tropical Ecology from the University of Miami in the USA.

Panelists
Ms. Dima Reda, President and Founder, Nataij Consulting
Ms. Reda is the President and Founder of Nataij. She has over 15 years of
experience working in the international development field focusing on results
and knowledge management, monitoring and evaluation (M&E), and
institutional capacity building. Prior to launching Nataij, Ms. Reda has
managed the Adaptation Fund’s accreditation process and developed its
M&E system, led the development and implementation of the Global
Environment Facilities’(GEF) results management system, and worked for the
United Nations in Lebanon and Japan. At the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) she was in charge of capacity building and training to
support the sustainable management and restoration of the Iraqi
Marshlands. Ms. Reda holds a Master in Environmental Management and an
MBA from Yale University and a BA in biology from Brown University.

Dr. Vincent Kitio, Head, Urban Energy Unit, UN Habitat
Vincent Kitio is chief of UN-Habitat's Urban Energy Unit, and is mainstreaming
Energy into UN-Habitat’s programmes and activities. An architect with a PhD
in Appropriate Energy Technologies for Developing Countries from the
University of Rome la "Sapienza", Dr. Kitio founded the African Centre for
Renewable Energy and Sustainable Technologies (ACREST) and was a lecturer
in the Environmental Science of Building at the University of Nairobi, Kenya.

Mr. Datuk Nik, National Project Director, Malaysian Industry-Government
Group for High Technology (MIGHT)
Mr. Datuk Nik has over 25 years of experience in industry and government,
working on policy, strategic, and sectoral development. At MiGHT, he has led
the implementation of several mission oriented national initiatives and
projects including the National Technology Foresight Project, Science,
Technology and Innovation (STI) Strategic Plan and Innovative SME
Certification Program (1-InnoCERT). Mr. Datuk Nik is currently the Group
Managing Director of MiGHT Technology Nurturing Sdn Bhd (MTN). MTN is
the technology nurturing and implementation arm of MiGHT to empower
high tech SMEs in game changing/strategic areas addressing urbanisation and
climate change. Amongst its flagship initiative is the GEF/UNIDO Sustainable
Cities Malaysia Program.

Mr. Naveen Kumar Agarwal, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs in the
Government of India, Director and Additional Mission Director of Swachh Bharat
Mission

Mr. Tareq Emtairah, Director, Department of Energy, United Nations
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO)
Before joining UNIDO, he worked as a senior research fellow at the
International Institute for Industrial Environmental Economics (IIIEE) at
Lund University, Sweden. Prior to that, he served as the executive director
of the Regional Center for Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency
(RCREEE), based in Cairo, from 2012-2015. Mr. Emtairah holds a PhD in
Industrial Environmental Economics and a Master’s degree in
Environmental Management and Policy from Lund University in Sweden; a
Diploma in Engineering (Materials Science) from Tokyo Institute of
Technology in Japan and a Bachelor’s degree in Engineering, also in
Materials Science from the State University of New Jersey in the United
States of America.
Focus Area II: Modern urban energy challenges and opportunities
Moderator
Mr. Mark Lister, Head of Centre, Copenhagen Centre of Energy Efficiency
Mark Lister has a diverse background in sustainability, finance and energy
policy. After starting out in corporate finance Mark specialised in energy
efficiency almost 20 years ago and has become a leading advocate for expanded
energy efficiency deployment. During that time he has headed an ESCO
association, founded a cross-sectoral energy efficiency NGO, worked on
grassroots projects in sub-Saharan Africa, and lectured in postgraduate
sustainable energy courses. After a stint with ADB in the Philippines working to
facilitate and scale up climate technology and energy efficiency investments in
the Asia-Pacific, Mark now heads the Copenhagen Centre on Energy Efficiency,
the global energy efficiency hub of Sustainable Energy for All that aims to
double the rate of global EE improvement by 2030. The Centre is accelerating
working models for energy efficiency investment in key sectors in a range of
countries and cities.

Panelists
Mr. Yves Sangwa, Executive Secretary, Rwanda Green Building Organization
Mr. Yves SANGWA, holds Msc. Urban Planning & Management from ARDHI
University, is currently the CEO of Rwanda Green Building Organization
(RwGBO) and Environmental Planning & Management consultant for UNHABITAT. He previously served as Rwanda Project Officer of “Promoting Energy
Efficiency in Buildings in East Africa Project” under Urban Energy Unit, UNHABITAT. Prior to join UN-HABITAT, he worked for Rwanda Housing Authority in
different departments Regulation and standards as well urban planning &
management.

Mr. Lénaïc Georgelin, Team Leader, Delegation of the EU to Rwanda
Lénaïc GEORGELIN is Head of Infrastructure at the Delegation of the European
Union in Rwanda since September 2016. He held a similar post in Togo (20132016) and in the South Pacific (2008-2011). He also worked as Programme
Manager on energy issues at the European Commission’s Directorate General
for Research & Innovation (2011-2013) and for the ACP-EU Water & Energy
Facilities at the Directorate General for International Cooperation and
Development (2006-2008). Prior to the European institutions, he worked as
manufacturing manager in the automotive industry. He holds a Msc in
Mechanical Engineering.

Mr. Steve Kukoda, Executive Director, International Copper Association

Ms. Monica Gullberg, Energy Policy Expert, SIDA
Monica is specifically dedicated to the Swedish Power Africa initiative. She
has more than 25 years’ experience of working with access to electricity in East
Africa and also with energy efficiency programs in Europe and India. As part of
the Power Africa engagement, Sida supports efforts towards increasing energy
efficiency in sub-Saharan Africa

Plenary Session 6: Geothermal Energy in East Africa
Time: 13:30 – 15:00
On: Wednesday, 21 March 2018
Background
Population growth, urbanization and rapid economic advancement in the African continent correlate
with increased demand for reliable, affordable, modern and renewable energy access. Geothermal
power generation and its related technologies provide low-carbon baseload energy that neither affected
by weather nor seasonal variations. In areas with lower temperature geothermal resources, binary and
hybrid solutions offer an alternative to traditional geothermal plant. Along with direct heat application,
which vary from space heating and cooling, agriculture, aquaculture, greenhouse as well as hot springs
and spas they promote access to energy and foster inclusive and sustainable industrial development in
parallel having a positive spillover effect for local industries and economy. Furthermore, an innovative
energy management system adds value to already existing geothermal installations by enhancing their
operations. It is estimated that the geothermal energy along East Africa’s Rift Valley has a potential of
15.8 GW. Geothermal potential in the remaining EAC partner states is yet to be extensively assessed.
During this session we will explore how we can realize this potential to its max. Not only we will examine
the lessons learned, but the best practices as well. By the end of the session we would like our
participants to be able to identify the main barriers as well as prerequisites for successful development
of geothermal power generation and its related technologies projects.
Objectives
- Highlight policy recommendations and regulatory framework that foster development of
geothermal energy solutions
- Provide guidelines on attracting the investment crucial in tackling initial barriers (Surface
explorations to drilling to reliable SSA)
- Explore opportunities of public-private partnerships – SSA to IPP
- Geothermal power plant sustainability management (O&M enhancements, analysis for reservoir
assessments and projections for predictability of plant life/ identification of tools etc.)

Expected Outcomes
-

International network on Geothermal technology with relevant stakeholders created
Gap analysis and key sectorial developments and opportunities shared
Policy recommendations and investment guidelines discussed and shared
Technical challenges to sustainability of geothermal power plant and possible actions for enhanced
management shared
Kenya’s success story as well as lessons learned from the experience presented in the context of the
common challenges
Knowledge and experiences of the Japanese Government in the development of the geothermal
technology in Africa shared

Panelists/Speakers
Moderator
Mr. Tareq Emtairah, Director, Department of Energy, United Nations
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO)
Before joining UNIDO, he worked as a senior research fellow at the
International Institute for Industrial Environmental Economics (IIIEE) at
Lund University, Sweden. Prior to that, he served as the executive director
of the Regional Center for Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency
(RCREEE), based in Cairo, from 2012-2015. Mr. Emtairah holds a PhD in
Industrial Environmental Economics and a Master’s degree in
Environmental Management and Policy from Lund University in Sweden; a
Diploma in Engineering (Materials Science) from Tokyo Institute of
Technology in Japan and a Bachelor’s degree in Engineering, also in
Materials Science from the State University of New Jersey in the United
States of America.
Panelists
Ms. Mayumi Hayashi, Geothermal Energy Advisor, Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA)
Ms. Mayumi Hayashi is an expert of Japan International Cooperation Agency
(JICA) and Advisor for Geothermal Development to Ministry of Water
Irrigation and Electricity (MoWIE). Her involvements in JICA’s geothermal
development projects and activities are in Ethiopia and Djibouti. In Ethiopia,
she has facilitated formulation of a master plan for geothermal development,
preparatory survey for construction of geothermal power plant in Aluto
Langano. In Djibouti, she helped facilitate surface survey and formulation of a
technical cooperation project for test well drilling in Hanle area.

Ms. Meseret Teklemariam Zemedkun, Program Manager, UNEP and ARGeo
In recent years her professional focus has been on the development,
implementation and coordination of Renewable energy programs in Africa
including setting up of the Africa Women Energy Entrepreneurs Framework.
She has substantial experience with developing and supporting geothermal
development programs using her extensive knowledge and experience in
geothermal science and engineering. She received her PhD in Earth SciencesGeothermics form University of Pisa, Italy and completed post-graduate
studies in Geothermal science and technology in Iceland and Italy. While her
first degree in Geology is from Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia
Mr. Sakari Oksanen, Deputy Director General, International Renewable
Energy Agency (IRENA)
As Deputy Director-General since December 2015, Sakari Oksanen supports
the Director-General in managing IRENA’s work programme and associated
resources. He leads and oversees IRENA’s programmatic work, ensuring close
linkages amongst planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of
the programmatic activities. He has 25 years of international management
experience in the field of technical advisory and engineering design for
energy, infrastructure and industry sectors. Apart from company
management, Mr. Oksanen has led and participated as an advisor in
numerous national energy planning, investment analysis and renewable
energy studies and investment projects in Africa and Asia. He has a Master’s
degree in energy economy and power systems from Helsinki University of
Technology.

Mr. Naotsugu Ikeda, Executive Officer and General Manager , Overseas
Business Department , West Japan Engineering Consultants, Inc (West JEC)
Dr. Ikeda is responsible for developing the oversees business related to the
electric power sector, especially in the area of the geothermal development
projects. In West JEC he managed oversees projects among which there were
“JICA Situation analysis study on geothermal energy development in Eastern
Africa” as well as “Project for capacity strengthening for geothermal
development in Kenya”. As the project manager and as the leader of the
drilling module he was providing advices to various levels of Kenyan national
geothermal development company (GDC) regarding both technical and
commercial issues. He earned Doctor in Engineering (Applied Geophysics)
from Kyushu University. He is registered as a Professional Engineer (Applied
Science) and also as class one radioisotope protection supervisor.

Mr. Isaac Kiva, Director, Ministry of Energy and Petroleum, Kenya
Eng. Isaac Kiva is the Secretary for Renewable Energy at the Ministry of Energy.
He heads the Directorate charged with policy formulation, and promotion of
development and utilization of renewable energy, including facilitation of
private sector investment. Eng. Kiva has wide experience in public sector
management, having worked in energy and senior Government positions for
over 20 years. He is a registered Professional Engineer and a member of the
Institution of Engineers of Kenya. He is a board member of the Kenya Power and
Lighting Company Limited.

